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1, 8. Department of Labor Mine Safefy and Health Administration
Y o 100 Bluestons Road
Mount Hope, WV 25680-1000

DEC 18 2009

Mr. Chris Blanchard
President.

Performance Coal Company
P. O Box 69 :
Naoma, WV 25140

Dear Mine Operator:

Subject: Mine Ventilation Plan, Section 75.370, 30 CER 75, Upper
Big Branch Mine - South, L.D. No. 46-08436, Performance
Cdal Company, Montcoal, Raleigh County, West Virginia

This will acknowledge receipt of a revision to the ventilation plém, dated December
14,2009, and subimitted to this office December 16, 2009.

The ventilation revision requests to route a iravelable return air course from the
active MMU-029 into a commen entry with MMU-040; make the #3 headgate entry a
common intake air course with the existing primary escapeway; add a regulator to
the overcast at the #1 Crossover on Headgate 1 North to allow the belt air to be
reversed away from the longwall face; provide dewatering information; and project
a future gateroad. A face sketch depicting mining Headgate 2 North with the belt
line in #1 entry being ventilated with neutral air is included in the ventilation
revision. Inaddition a face sketch is included depicting the typical longwall face
ventilation for the No. T North Panel. ‘

This revision is hereby approved and will be made a part of the approved plan for
this mine. This approval is limited to the requested change as described in the
submittal Jetter and shown on the attached map of the subject mine. All ventilation
changes will be made in accordance with 30 CFR 75.324.

Flease note, a second longwall panel will not be possible if the condition of the thitd,
entry of the i1 headgate cannot be maintained in adequate condition to comply with
the requirements of 30 CFR 75.384. 30 CFR 75.384 requires a travelable tailgate entry
for both current and future longwall panels. Additionally, the currently approved
ventilation base plan and this revision require isolation of the tailgate entry to




prevent the longwall tailgate travelway from being ventilated with air from the
worked out area.

Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact the
Ventilation Department at (304) 877-3900/ Bxt. 142. '

(b) (7)(C)

Robert G. Hardman
District Manager
Coal Mine Safety and Health, District 4

Ce: Mt Hope Field Office (3 incl)/ Files/nle




Coal

P.O. Box 69 Naoma, WV 25140

December 14, 2000

Mr. Robert G. Hardman

Mine Safety and Health Administration
100 Bluestone Road

Mount Hope, WV 23880

Re: Performance Coal Company
' Upper Big Branch Mine
MSHA ID: 46-08436
State ID: U-3042-92
Ventilation Revision Té‘ 21
Dear Sir: W@}k ‘ ’ _ H(ﬁ 2t

Please find attached a venti*@revisibn to route the travelable return from the active MMU 029-0 into a
common entry with MMU 040-0. This revision will also make the #3 entry of the longwall headgate

- common with the bleeder air of the Tongwall. Prior to activation of the longwall section in the second
Northern longwall panel, this future tailgate entry will be maintained travelable as required by 75.215 and
isolated to-comply with75.334, 75.364(a)(2), and 75.384.

A drawing is attached showing the controls to be removed and installed for this revision. The retuin off
of MMU 029-0 will be routed down the left side of North Glory Mains where it will cross overcasts on
Headgate 1 North and be sent up Tailgate T North to the return shaft. The previous return-entry will be
made common with the belt along the #2 Crossover and with the longwall intake along Headgate 1 North,
EP-LW1, MP A, and MP@X-Cut36 will now-include the #3 entry. A regulator will be.added in the
overcast af the #1 Crossover on Headgate 1 North. This will allow the belt air to be reversed away from
the longwall face. A typical longwall face sketch is included showing this change.

A face sketch is also included showing mining with the #1 entry containing the belt. This scheme will be
used o mine Headgate 2 North. Please also find as a part of this revision, the bottom contour elevations

"~ in the bleeders of the active Iongwall. This will also show the dewatering system. in place to handie futire
inflews of water and to keep ventilation uninterrupted. .

This revision is limited to the changes shown. All previously approved plan contents will be adhered to.
There is cutrently no miner’s representative at the Upper Big Branch Mine. This plan will be posted at
the mine office. '

Respectfully Submitted,

o WsHA
b 7 ( C ) . M@U?‘ -t o e ‘&ﬂf

Matthew Walker o e 147009
Mine Engineer : : ' L
Performance Coal Company . TR _ CRECEIv. -
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Upper Big Branch Mine 46-08436 (U-3042-92)

Performance Coal Company

No. 1 North Panel (Belt Air)
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#* Where any equipment will run through ventilation controls,
they shall be substantially constructed as follows:
Fly boards shall be installed b torib and fly pads will be

installed overlapping so that a double thickness of ventilation
material is achieved, e

* Mo shuttle cars will fravel through line curtain that is
venﬁit_a_ting the face.
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Upper Big Branch Mins

46-08435

Mine Seqment Distence HEnires Area R 10B0 G Total R Q bedinning Geand Gainorlousss Average O Csousred Seuomeni B Yol B

Headgpate:
Jaiake
Nestral
Relim

Acrass Face

. Bxisting Retum:

Raium

Reaturn

Returs
Owvarcasts

16506
gy
10600

. G835

5433

4438

— ko

z
1
4

14D
740

140

140
140
140

04¢ 0,636
0.5 1.58
032 1.272
003 020808
¢z a771ee

06075 0403329

Equivalent Length for Ovarcast = 85 fi

150000 30004 120000 0000 0.8 051618 0.515816

30000 10B00 20800 20006 2.04 008380 057876

140000 20000 130000 70000 0.48 2.62328 1.20203 .
——Neasyrad-—— 040000 4.30204

Addificnal Head Loss: 1.30204 inches waler

120000 20000 100000 FUD00 0.48 010184

Q404

120000 20000 100000 70000 D.48 §.37828 048020
120000 26000 100080 70000 ¢4e 09163 Q.48652
7 Overgasis 002675 0.52377

Existing Return Loss: 0.82327 inches water

Total Head Loss:t  1.82831  inches water

The above tebles show the sdditienal hea foss resuling from the mining of the #2 Headgate at Upper Big Branch Mine. The tap portion shows the additional head required to
mamtain necessary quantilies of air to operate, After further consuiialion with Paul's Repair Shop {(Who designed and ynanuizetirad the exhausting fan), il is evident that the
exhausting fan in @ standzlons sysiem wolld have a reserve of appraximately 10 tmes the capacity of cumand aperation, With the eurrenk push-pull ventilalich scheme, this
raserve vould ba nessly doubled. Therelors, the 1.3 Inches of water is minimal in comparisan o the sapacily of the venlialion syslem. The boltem portion shows e head

foss throtgh te existig ratu path, Including shock bss trom overcasts, The current cpereling pressure of the blowing fan is 5.5" and the exhiausting far is 4.0% Fan curves

for hoth fans are alfached.
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Mine Satety and Heslth Adm’mstranm
100 Bluastone Road

Maunt Hope, WV 25880-1000

= U, 8. Depariment of Labor.

@hﬁ 2 %\ g;%ggg;g
* M. Chris Blanchard

President

Performance Coal Company
POB 69
Naoma, WV 25140

Dear Mr, Blanchard:

Subject: Mine Ventilation Plan, Section 75.370, 30 CFR 75, Upper
Big Braneh Mine-South, .D. No. 46-08436, Performance
Coal Compariy, Montcoal, Raleigh County, West Virginia

This will acknowledge receipt of the ventilation revision dated and received by
MSHA on December 23, 2009. The ventilation revision deseribes the issues
resulting from the attempt to implement the December 18 belt air reversal
apptroval and subsequentactions to limit the exposure to miners from belt air
and commits to a long-term belt air elimination plan.

The revision is hereby approved and will become a part of the approved plan for
this mine. The approval is limited to the requested changes as described in the

stubrnittal.

Should you have any questions concerning this rri'atter, please contact the
Ventilation Department at (304) 877-3900/ Ext. 142. '

Sincerely,

R SORERT G BTG

" . Robert G. Hardman
District Manager
Coal Mine Safety and Health, District 4

Ce: Mt Hope Field Office (3incl.)/ Files/nlc
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0, 8, Depariment of Labor Mine Safety and Health Administration
S - W0 Bluestone Hoad
Mount Hope, WV 25880-1000
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M. Chris Blaﬂchard b 7
President

Performance Coal Company
POB €9 : TR izl

Naoma, WV 25140 /> / g,g/ 4

Dear Mr. Bianchard:

Subject: Mine Ventilation Plan, Section 75.370, 30 CFR 75, Upper
' Big Branch Mine-South, [ D. No. 46-08436, Performance
Coal Company, Montcoal, Raleigh County, West Virginia

This will acknowledge receipt of the ventilation revision dated and received by
MSHA on Decernber 23, 2009, The ventilation revision describes the issues
resulting from the attempt to implement the December 18 beit air reversal
1pproval and subsequent actions to limit the exposure to miners from belt air
and commits to a long-term belt air elimination plan.

The revision is hereby approved and will become a part of the approved plan for
this mine. The approval is limited to the requested changes as described in the
suzomzttal

Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact the
Ventilation Department at (304) 877-3900/ Ext. 142.

(b) (7)(C)

Robert G, Hardmarni
District Manager
Coal Mine Safety and Heaith, District 4




. 8. Depariment of Labor Mine Safety and Health Administration
: 100 Bluestone Road
Mount Hope, WV - 26886-1000-

BEC 23 0000
Me. Chiis Blanchard
President

Performance Coal Company
POB 69

Naoma, WV 25140

Dear Mr. Blanchard:

Subject:  Mine Ventilation Plan, Section 75.370, 30 CFR. 75, Upper
Big Branch Mine-South, 1.ID. No, 46-08436, Performance
Coal Company, Montcoal, Raleigh County, West Virginia

This will acknowledge receipt of the ventilation revision dated and received by

- MSHA on December 23, 2009. The ventilation revision describes the issues
resulting fromy the attemptto implement the December 18 belt air reversal
approval and subsequent actions to limit the exposure to miners from belt air
and comnmits to a long-term belt air elimination plan.

The revision is hereby approved and will become a part of the approved plan for
this mine. The approval is limited to the requested changes as described in the
submittal.

Should you have any questions concetning this matter, please contact the
Ventilation Department at (304) 877-3900/ Iixt. 142.

(b) (7)(C)

Kobert G. Hardmar}
District Manager ,
Coal Mine Safety and Fealth, District 4




P.O. Box 69 Naocma, WV
December 23, 2009

Mr. Robert G. Hardman

Mine Safety and Health Administration
100 Bluestone Road

Mount Hope, WV 25880

Re:  Performance Coal Company
Upper Big Branch Mine
MSHA 1D: 46-08436

Dear Sit:

On December 18" a ventilation plan was approved by your office. On December 2 1% and 22"

this plan was attempted to be implemented. Due to the influence of the longwall bleeder fan it
was ot possible to make the approved changes. '

Please find attached an interim ventilation revision to allow the belt air to course towards the
longwall face. Belt air will travel inby from near crosscut 25 on the 1 North Headgate. The
remainder of the belt air will travel outby through a belt regulator and into the return.

The below procedures will be followed during the time while belt air is being utilized in the face
of the 1 North Longwall panel. ' ‘ '
1. The entire length of the beit conveyor system from the split point inby 1o the longwall
face will be wraveled every two hours. Results of this examination will be cormmunicated
{o the longwall foreman at the end of each inspection.
9. A box check will be instatled at the longwall tailpiece and near the 029-0 MMU belt
drive to limit the quantity of belt air traveling inby. _
All personnel working on the. 1 North longwall panel will be informed of this ventilation
change. -
{n addition, within 30 days of approval, a long term ventilation plan will be submitted to your
office which will show long texm solutions to allow belt airte travel outby as well as to open
more intake air courses.

A
b}

These safety precautions will ensure equal or greater protection for members working on the

Tongwall section,

This mine currently has no miner’s representative. 1f you have any questions or conunents, feel
free to contact me at (304} 854-3516.

o ~ T 7SN e . o
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s e i
o a, W .
o ® 3 xS 08
%’% T - “‘t‘{;\}% N
kY :*3“"}@ @?‘\“ A ; ﬂé L
S K e ol T
Cliris Blanchard ,ﬁ@‘ﬁ ¥ R

President






